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THE TWO APOSTLES OF INDIA" 

BY The Rev. Henry Heras, s.j. 

PART I 

ST. THOMAS IN NORTHERN INDIA 

1. Parthia or India ?. 

An apparent contradiction in the early writers- 
who speak about the mission of the Apostle St. Thomas 
is the greatest proof of the historicity of the mission 
of* St. Thomas in India. St. Ephrem of I'iisibis in 
the middle of the 4th century, 1 St. Gregory of Hazian-. 

Z um shortiv after,- St. Ambrose 3 and St. Jerome 
tell us that St. Thomas went to India to presen the 
Gospel of Christ. But Origen in the 3rd century." 

The Clementine Recognitions Eusebius of Caesarea, 
Rufinus of Aquileia s and Socrates .state that he preach- 
ed the Gospel in Parthia. . 

In order to make these two opinions tally, a third • . 
group of writers imagined that Thomas went by land 
through Mesopotamia to Parthia^nd Persia, finally- 
entering India. So write the Pseudo-Hippoly tus,"* 
Dorotheus of BeyTOut, 11 Bar-Henraeus (a Synac. scholar 

i Blckell, Sli. Efhraemi Syr: Carmine p. 163 (Leipzig, 

j Orafto'XXXIlI, Contra Arianos, II: Migne, P. G- XX 1 CVI, col- 

227! 

*/« Ps. XLV Enarratio. 21 : Migne, P. L., XIV. coL 1143 - 
\ Epistola UX Ad Marcella**, -Migne, P. A, XXII, coL 589- • 

3 Commentaries in Genesim, III, Migne, P. G., XII, col. 92 A. 

6 Smith, Anie-Nicene . Library, III: Recogmtiones Clementinas, IX, 

29 * * 

~ Historia Ecclesiastica, III, I - Migne, P . G~ XX. coL 213-215. 

8 'Historia Ecclesiastica, II, 5 * Migne, P. L., XXI, coL 
8 Historia Ecclesiastica, I, 19: Migne, P. G., LXVII, col. 1 2 d 
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of Hippolytus, Bishop of Portus, II, p. i$i (Edinburg; 1859. 
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‘of the 13th century)J and the Roman Martyrology. 

To-day, as we are better acquainted with the ancient 
, history of the East, another explanation of this dis¬ 
crepancy may 130 easily found. 

Parthia was a small mountain&us province to the 
north of the old Achaemenian Empire of Persia. AftVr 
the death of Alexander the Great, Persia had remained 
under King Seleucos of SyHa and his dynasty; but 
such a vast Empire, from ’India to Asia Minor, could 
. not be retained fo* long. The first to revolt was 
* Bactria, under a Greek general. Parthia followed 
suit c. 250 B. C. under a native chieftain named Arsaces. 
He and his snccessora successfully fought the'Greeks 
"'and extended their dominions till finally the whole of 
the ancient Persian Empire was brought under their 
away. The Parthian dynasty of Persia is also called 
Arsacidan Liter its founder. At the time of St. Thomas 
•therefore Parthia was identified with Persia, for Parthian 
sovereigns ruled over it. Why was Parthia, i.e. Persia, 
considered. so important a field for evengelisation by 
one of the Apostles? 

We may recall that at the time of the first sermon 
of St Peter on Pentecost day, a number of Jews and 
proselytes who had come from Parthia were present, 5 
and- undoubtedly some of them were reckoned among 
the throe thousand, who Were baptized forthwith. 3 The 
Book of Esther already mentions “ the nation x>i the 
•Jews that were in the kingdom of Assuerus;" 1 many 
of them were relics of the ten tribes of Israel taken 
into captivity hy Sargon II, king of Assyria and had 
already ^ spread through the neighbouring nations; 
whereas’ others, who belonged to • the kingdom of 
Juda, had been captives at Babylon, such as Mardo- 
cheus. 5 The Afghans still call themselves “Beni Israel 
children of Israel. 6 . ' 

4 Assemani, Biblioteca Orientalis, II: Mar Hebraeus, Chronican, 
Ecclcsiasticitm, 1 ,34 . 

'•Acts, 11 , 9 . * Ibid., 41. « Esther, III, 6. * Ibid., XI, 4. 

* Masson, Narrative of a Aftuum to Bokhara, l, pp. XIV, 7,16, 81. 
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Jews of Persia in particular seem to have 
been very numerous Aman, the Minister of kins 

' king thus Kh .?’ layara . 1 Xerxes I described them to the 
King thus. There 13 a people scattered through all the 

another^th°t ‘ ly kin *f do m. and separated one from 
another, that use new laws and ceremonies, r.nd more- » 

' very wXthalwt - klnS ? ordin ,? nce9 1 and thou. knowest 

they shouldtrow - 1S 7 exp . ed ‘ ent for thv kingdom that 
tney should grow insolent with impunity."' When the 

conspiracy to exterminate them was discovered and the r 
lives were saved through the intervention of Esther 

the"!? ,.r Pl6S - c j tles and Pro'doces, whithersoever 
i . k l?» s commandment came, there was wonderful 

> rejoicing feasts and banquets and keeping holy dav • 

f many other na«oL and religion 

> a great drTad theit WOr f slli P and ceremonies. For 

i upon hll/’ ® d he " ame of 11,0 Jews hU fallen 

PartM™*? in ^ ue ? ce bad grown so much during the 
«ons-th d " mmatwn ot Persia that Aramaic inscrip- 
s ‘o°L‘ n h ® lan F E S e «sed by the Jews after tile capti- 
1 '“y , a PPear in a number ot their coins 3 Mn. 

S' a V H n ebre"'-p il I 1 ^® tim ® ° f the Sassania n King Shapur 
It ia b ifr7? eh f VI mscrIptIon w as inscribed at Hajiabad « 

{ Parthk M S raI, T that c l0t to Proceed to 
Th a ’ T b kingdom of the Parthians fell to 
i ^Thomas ft is well known that the Apostles Went 
| hrst 1 the Jewish centres to preach the Gospel. 

I place^hi *th?V Political.change of importance had taken 
t J 5® ln tne East m the meantime. King Mthridates 
t f ’ th ® r , eal founder of the Parthian Empire had ab-eady 

S P n a a nia h b d fine ‘ 'f kin5doras of Bactria and 

5 ha 11 - ■„ rl? of his successors Mithridates II had 

| • » ub 3“ga ted the wheie of modern Afghanistan, but at 

| ' Esther, III 8. ■ ‘MJ..VUI, if, 

I ‘ Thomas, Early SassaniM iKcriftims, Seels d,J Cm»s, Jv .?o-ioi. 




«* «■; 4 r e ^ro? e ||^£ P S.! 

.gasbag?* 

,'• St ’ rboma9 'ib^TkSiW "I 1 * 11 - ^ e 0 n r tr an1)cca- 

: Tiberias. in Alexandria ' va, ^J v , nP heard. _ 

1 geography. ™ Parthm, as vas - p ar tbian - 

sion to P^ttrn presently,'that *“ g a Jews were 
ns we shat. h £ rn India where nutn ^ mis?i on. 

. kingdom ih^ tb hRt that was the \o start lnw 

' living; thmkins Uent opportnm b aps that 

■ and finding Weeded to India,\ n ! aP < , ^operate in tl.e 
. :; ti,0k P,ace 2 . The Acts dt Judas Thomas ^ 

• This is one of J^nTN n F«'l' ubar ' Manchester 

- University, ha. mission of St. following - 

>Urmahe°m«'ch-e of this paper inure 

{•London 1811 )- 6 w 0 x f or d, 1926). 
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the martyr,” whose remains had been brought to Edessa, 
all the way from India during the second century, in 
a wooden case by a Jewish Christian of Edessa. 1 The 
account seems to have been written between 180 and 
*230 A. IK The book is not very different from other 
apocryphal books of .the New Testament : it is a legen¬ 
dary aecount of the mission of Saint Thomas 3 in 
which not much trustworthy information about* the 
Apostle is available. Yet the fact that some persons 
referred to in this book have been proved by archaeology 
to be historical, has rightly led Dr. Farquhar to 
accept it, at least partially and not without much 
circumspection, as a good historical source. Conse¬ 
quently he has traced two possible sources of infor¬ 
mation for the anonymous ‘ writer-of The Ads: A, 
a written tforyiment, probably a letter written from 
India to Edessa, concerning the voyage of St. Thomas 
to the Parthian kingdom of Gudnaphar and his 
mission there. .The letter must have been written by 
the same'Thomas, as Dr. Farquhar surmises from the 
double name “Judas Thomas,” for ony the Apostle 
himself would know of it. We know, in point of fact, 
that Thomas sent letters ..from India, which were 
preserved and read in the C lurch services, as the 
.Syriac work Doctrine of the Apostles mentions. 3 

The other source of information, B, is said by 
Farquhar to be ** the -tradition about the martyrdom of 
;the Apostle.” This tradition, corresponding - to the 
[second part of the book, does not seem to contain 
much reliable information, except the fact of the 
martyrdom itself. It was very likely an oral Tradition, 
some information brought to -Edessa by the merchant 
or merchants, by whose care the*relics of the Apostle, 


‘ Sl Gregory of Tours, Libri Miraadorum , I, 32 : Migne. L.\ 
LXXI, coL 733; St. John Chrysostom,, In Habracos, homiL XXV. 
Migne, P. G., LXI1I, coL 179. 

'2 3 His real name seems to have been Judas. Thomas«Didymus» 

meaning “twin,’seems to have been a pet name to distinguish him 
from the other two Judases of the Apostolic College. 

£ 3 Nau, La Didascalie des Douzc, p. 230 {Paris, 1912). 
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■wet 0 translated to Mesopotamia- Furthermore such 
oral tradition may have been corrupted at a later 
period in Fdessa itself. - 

There is an Ethiopic version of The Ads which 
seems ’to be made from Arabic versions, probably 
during the early part of the 14th century, which were 
likewise translated from Sahidic Coptic, the dialect of 
XXpper Egypt. This Ethiopic version has been pub¬ 
lished in original and English translation by Mr. 
(later .Sir) E. A. Wallis Budge, of the British Museum. 1 
It substantially agrees with the Syriac book of The 
Acts. . • 

Knowing now what The Ads of Judas Thomas 
contains and what* were the sources of information of 
its writer, we may'‘ proceed to the fftctS narrated 
therein. We shall omit all irrelevant matter, narrating 
only what we think strictly historical. ^ 

3. The Historicity of the Mission of St. Thomas 

The main point of The Ads of Judas Thomas that 
proves the historicity of th^ Mission of the Apostle to 
Northern India is the mention of the King of the 
place and of his brother., The former’s name is given 
as Gudnaphar, and his brother is said to be'named 
Gad. First of all these two names are evidently cor¬ 
rupted forms of two well-known Parthian names. 
Vindapharna an% Guda. 

But the main circumstance regarding these two 
-names is that both personages, the King and his 
• brother, were totally unknown to history until, in the 
course of the 19th century, coins of" the" former were 
discovered, 2 and that in some of those coins the name 

1 The Conlendings of the Apostles, 2 vols. (Ldndon 1901). 

5 The first coin of Gudnaphar or Gondopharcs was discovered in 
the village of Bimaran (Afghanistan) by Mr. Charles Masson in about 
1834, Cf. Wilson, Ariii mi Antiqna, pp. 76-77 (London, 1841). Cunnin¬ 
gham, “Coins of Indian Buddhist Satraps with Greek Inscriptions," 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal^ XXIII18 45. * 
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of Gad is also inscribed. 1 The latter’s name also 
occurs on a pedestal and an intaglio coming from the 
N. W. Frontier Province. 2 The name of the king 
takes different forms in the coins: Gondopliaree, 
Guduphara, Gudapharna, Gadapharna, Gondapharna* 
but*it is always unmistakably recognizable. 4 One of 
his inscriptions has also been found at Takht-i-Bahi, 
north-east of Peshawar; it is dated in the 26v'l year 
of the Maharaya Guduphara. 3 History now admits 
that Gondopharnes is by fa* the most important king 
of the Indo-Partliian line. ♦ . 

, % But there is still another perst>nag9 who plays a 

very important part in the story of The Ads , which is 
rightly considered historical also by Farquhar; and 
that is JJabban. Hnbban is said to be “the merchant 
of King Gudnaphar."' 1 in the Ethiopic version he i? 
called Abnes and is styled as one “Bent from the 
King of Gona. 7 Oriental kings in those days were at 
times engaged in commerce on a large scale. The 
"kind's trade agent was called, in India rajavaidehaka, 
i. e. y “royal merchant." 5 IJabban was therefore some¬ 
thing like the Trade Com missioner* or Minister of 
Commerce of King G ondophares. 

. ■ Cf. Whitehead, Catalogue of Coins in the Punjab Musuem, Lahore, 
b PP- I55-I56. , 

1 Archaeological Survey of India ; Annual Report, 1902-3, p. 167. ^ 

5 Thfi real name of the king seems to have been Vindupharna, in 
Greek spelt as Gondopharnes or Gundaphoros\ Gudnaphar seems to 
be the Aramaic form. ‘ 

4 Whitehead, of. cit., pp. 146-155. CThe coin cabinet of the Indian 
Historical Research Institute, St. Xavier’s College, Bombay, has ttfo 
coins of this king. 

4 It is now in the Museum of Lahore. 

B James, op. cit., p. 365. 

* Wallis Budge, op. cit. II. pp. 404-40$. 

” Cf. Thomas (F. W.) in The Cambridge History of India, I. p. 479. 
where it is said that 3uch was for instance the custom of the Maurya 
Emperors. . _ *■ 
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Farquhar says that as*Gudriaphar _ and Gad are 
dearly Parthian, names, Habban is an evidently Semitic 
name; from which he concludes that he very likely was 
a Jew. This conclusion is fully warranted by the history 
of the north-western districts. Jewish influence was 
so great therd that even a special script origin ^fed 
in those districts, denominated Kharosthi script, which 
is derived from the * Hebrew script. The script was 
officially 'Used during the whole first century. The 
coins of the.Greek, Soythian and Parthian kings bear 
inscriptions in Greek and Kharosthi scripts, the 
language of the latter inscriptions being nevertheless 
Sanskrit. • Kharosthi script even travelled, to Chinese 
Turkestan. 1 Th* Kharosthi inscriptions are very numer¬ 
ous. We may say therefore' that Kharosthi was the 
official script of the country during* the visit of St. 
Thomas. 

But there is, besides, another proof of the numer¬ 
ous Jewish population in the north .western districts. 
In, the course of the excavations conducted at Taxila 
(old Taksasila) a fragment of an Aramaic inscription 
was unearthed, written in Hebrew characters, ^which 
happens to be one of the edicts of Asoka. 5 The 
famous king Priyadarsin, zealous for the propagation 
of dharma , published one of his' edicts in Aramaic for 
his Jewish subjects of the north-west. 

Incidentally we may notice here how fitting it is 
to find this influential Jew in charge of the King's 
trade. The royal purse must have derived great profit 
from the business abilities characteristic of his race. 
FaTquhar, moreover, from the fact that Habban brought 
St. Thomas to India, deduces that jj&bban was a 
Christian; from which he is inclined to believe that 

1 Rapson-Nobel, Kharosthi Inscriptions Discovered by Sir Aurcl 
Stein in Chinese Turkestan, (Oxford. 1929). 

8 Marshall, A Guide to Taxila, pp. 78-79 and pi XIII: (<*); Barnet, 
“Aramaic Inscription from Taxila,” J. .-3. 51, -1915, pp, 340-342; 
Cotoley, “The First #Aramaic Inscription from India,” Ibid., pp. 
342-347; Herzfeld. “A new Asokan Inscription from Taxila.” 
^ Epigraph: a Indica, XIX, pp. 251-253- 
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he might be one of those Parthian .lews who became 
disciples of Christ on Pentecost day after hearing 
Veter's first 'sermon. His official positron as re. «- 
vaidehaka gave him great opportunities ir. trai a, ..bro, . 
His journey to Alexandria, where he met S lhom ... 
was evidently not the first tune he hadJe 1mho. 
We may also suggest, that Ijabban may hat 's be'.ume a 
Christian in Alexandria, after he metbt. Thomas 

4. The Mission of St. Thomas 


. There cannot be any doubt that Ijabban was the 
instrumental cause of St. Thomas mission to India 
Thev met at Alexandria. ; Ijabban doubtlessly gate the 
-'nestle interesting information about the Jewish com 
munity in Northern India, about his own influence, 
with the King, and formally invited to accorop S 
him on his return journey. Thomas was ^aiUng Ito* 
such an occasion, and his journey to the Parthian 
kingdom became a fact. 

• They sailed from ! Alexandria up the Nile. The 
account says that they landed at Andropolis (modem 
Chabur) on the following day. Farquhar thinks 
thence they proceeded by boat up to Koptos . and frmB^ 
there they would march over the 

eastern direction up to Myos Hormos, on the Red Sea, 
where they would embark fpr India. It would■ then 
early in May of 48 or 49 A D They would imdoubt- 
edlv call at the port of Eudemon (Aden), as v-as 
customary for all ships going from Egypt tolndiaand 
vice versa, and on leaving this harbour they would 
soon feel the south-western winds of th ° 


start early in June. They very likely reached rattala^ 
which was then the chief port of the Indus Delta, 
towards the middle of July. Thence they sailed up the 
Indus and reached Attack or its. neighbourhood, from 
where a march of about forty miles would nnng them* 
to Taxila, towards the middle of August. The Acts 
indicate that the Apostle arrived at his destination 


indicate mat iu« apvotra -— -- —- 
sometime before, the Parthian month of Dtus (October 
November). . 
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• Thomas was introduced to King Gondophares 
without delay by TjjTabbnn. In the course of his conver¬ 
sation, the King seems to have supposed that the 
T^ ei *rj r W0l -ld understand something of architecture, 
lhe King was planning the construction of a new 
palace, and decided to show him the site selected by 
acc °unt' says that then the King 
took Thomas and went cut of the city gates.’'* 
rarquhar rightly remarks here how accurately the 
situation of the old palace is shown, in these words, 
the city walls. The recent excavations 
°f t 8 ?• a * ‘ con ducted by the Archaeological Survey 
ot India, have discovered the ruins of the royal 
x'aiace of Gondophares, “within the wails, facing the 
about *70 measurin S 352 feet and its . depth 

During^ a Visit to a State of Northern India, the 
present "writer found himself in a situation similar to 
tha t ot St. Thomas. The local Raja wanted to be cured 
ot a certain disease, and asked him whether he could 
cure him. The writer had to confess his - total 
ignorance m matters of medicine. St. Thomas, a poor 
fisherman, when asked by Gondophares to build a new 
palace for him, evidently replied that he did not know 
anything of the art of building; but’he added, remem¬ 
bering one of the instructions of his Divine Master, that 
ne could prepare for hi-m one of “ the many. mansions 
’ in 0 “°P S * of God " 3 “a building of God, a house not 
made witn hands, eternal in heaven.*’ 4 This reply of 
1 nomas is evident from the text of The Acts , which 
puts the words in the mouth of Ptabbdn,' replying to 
the King: Thou canst not see it (the palace) now, 
?ut.when thou departest this life,.then thou shalt see 
ic. An echo of this reply of the Apostle to the King 
is fouqd in the Divine Office recited by the Syrian 
C-lergy of Malabar on the 3rd of July, the feast of the 
--— l 

1 James, op. a'!., p. 371. 

7 Cf. Marsha 11 , Guide to Taxila pp. 68-72, 

’ J° hn - XI v - - ‘ II Cor., V, I. • James, op. oil., p. 373. 


Saint: “Through Mar Thomas a splendid mansion was 
built for India in the heights of Heaven.’’ 

This gave an occasion to Thomas to speak of his 
real profession to the*King, who gave him a sumptuous 
allowance and gave him freedom to go about his king-# 
dom preaching the new Gopel. What was the system 

followed by the Apostle was afterwards explained to 

Gondophares by his own. subjects: 

” He (Thomas) goeth about the cities and countries, and 
whatsoever he hath he givet'i unto poor, and tcneheth of a new 
God, and healeth the sick, and driveth out devils, and doeth 
many other wonderful things; Snd we think him to be a 
sorcerer. Yet his compassion and his cures which are done bv 
him freelv, and moreover the simplicity and kindness of him 
and his faith, do declare tint he is a righteous man or an 
apostle of the new God whom he preacheth ; for he fasteth con- 
tinuallv and praveth, and cateth bread only, with salt, and his 
drink is water, and he wear*th*bui one garment alike in tair 
weather and in winter, and receiveth nought of any man. and 
that he hath he giveth unto others.” 1 

The life of Thomas described by the subjects of 
King Gondophares was the life of a true disciple of 
Christ, but also the life of an Indian sannyasi. In 
particular they .must have been impressed by his 
detachment from everything, shown in his giving away 
whatever he received from the King, and his wearing 
one garment only, as Indian bh(k$us do. His diet also 
was the diet of a sinimjctsi: chopat's and water. Tina 
simple life declared hjm to be “ an apostle of the new 
God whom he preacheth," as they themselves said, 
and was undoubtedly the cause why many became his 
disciples and acknowledged the truth of the Gospel. 

\mong them in the course of time. King. Gondop¬ 
hares himself and his brother Gad were received into 
the Church. What was the old religion, of the 
Partitions is still a matter of conjecture. _ out _ they 
appeared to have been very ecclectic in their religious 
views. During their rule in Persia they seem to have 
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professed Zoroa^riamsm.w^hi^wa^h^'jeJhi 1 ^ 11 ^.^.^ 

country. In India they *Uoaocepv stiU many 

In the country ruled by them theK ^ ^ reUg - ous 
Greeks. Hpnce it .1 » , ™”f the Indo-Parthian 

figures of Greece in the 1 of the coins, of 

'Go?dophI n res P “re“ a Zeus,'- hUu.' Siva* and Nil* 

(Victory).* . • 

'f*' l r s f T Caf™r U not have'actually re¬ 
generated the' 

«4 th ^ H ? l L G , a°ith h ne S S hive kept the prayer 
,h %ed bv the Ap a ost e on the occasion, when the two 
noble catechumen’s professed to be his disc,pies- 

, • T 1 « n T nrd lesu that thou hast revealed. I n> 

I praise Thee, O Lo™jes. he God of truth, and, 

truth.tn these men. fo 5 tl ? t ’ u ^ ,V nmv£ , th a fi things that arc 

none other; and thou ar . , [t he that in all things 

unknown to the most ; thou Lord, mt h^tnat^ ^ of 

shortest compassion and have’overlooked thee, but thou hast 
the error that is in th^m have merlookeu^ suppUc;ltio „ ? n.l 

not overlooked “Jem. * . ■ t _ nf j hj s brother and jom 

reauestdo thou "i, hy washing -and 

them unto thy t°«»» 1 tbeerror that encompasseth 
anointing them with thine oili from_thei error mat ; nt0 

them : and keep them also rom the oe :\ r ^ n 5 e immo rtal 

and ministers, and for this they ate coniem them 

cuted of thine enemies, and forthy »“ e 0U ,o f “ ““ ake didst 

t Whitehead, op. rit.,pp- US* 1 ? 0 - 
3 JfcU.pP* I 5 °" i 5 I* 

• 3 Ibid., pp- I 5 I_I 5 2 - 
* Ibid., PP- I 5 2 * 1 53 * 
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mysteries and n*i«> «&.^ 
and ftourish m thj mmisu. 

Father. •, . have followed* 

A period Of probation seemed to 

after which, • icls “that they 

T i iev besought him,” we ; «»d •» ^ ;. otdt (that is the 
, • hi h.ncefor'h receive the sear : ^ . that our souls 

f§SSH?HrJssaf 

fetiltf-sSs 

feTchaVis, and blessing^of th^mm. God bt { M 

by immersion by tne - e , hem partakers 01 ™ 

“ he brake bread and. made ™ rejoiced, 

of the Christ. And they we g ^ brother was- 

. The conversion of the >>"= w conversions, 

very likely the occasion. o. ^ words which The 
This seems tef be imp. - ed ce remomes. And 

AcIs add after tlie abetment, on ^ ^ . them , a nd 

many others als °- pf the Saviour. 

came into the 6 eat aucce99 operated 

Thomas, encouraged “1 * e 0 f God. continued 
through his means byI! ” Just on this occasion 
his preaching with ne Thomas' sermons which l 

^^Acls-have kept one ° ing9 of Christ and 

£ u U ot y L n 8 s C °?" e ement. with the teachings of the 

'Ibid., p. 375 - 

1 ’ ,M - ... Dr Farquhar does no. ***%££?££■ 

to te ,UUC 

SS.SSSS of Apostolic sp-mt. 

* aid- . 
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Farquharfis a^foltowsf Serm0n ’ not by 

• i men and women, bovs in/ 1 
maidens, strong men and ared ,„i” r ’’ >' ou ng men and 
from fornication and ?ovefo^„es s e ‘S" d D ? h nd ° r f «*' abstain 
belly: for under these tnree head?al??A* h .? 5erv,ce of the 
For fornication blindeth the tnind and d Q t ty c< ? metil ab out. 
the soul, and is an impediment ToX hf ' d , arkene,h ">« eyes cf 

wSi t!,e wh "'e man unto" W»kS22?’ V ^H ,,IOn) - of ,he 

w hote body into sirtnMc 1 v , Knei *s and casting th* 

fear a nd shameVbeb?within tif/hod P “ t,£t! ? ,he s °“>'in 

gobds of others, I isunderfear est if ^ “ Seizcth “P®" the 
goods to their owners it to be put ,o iL‘ rest ° re 9 th er men’s 
of the belly casteth the soul into t'? 3 ™~^ nd the service 
vexations, taking thought lest ?, J" ghls , and eares and 
have need of those things that * co f me , t0 be in want, ant' 
.be rid of these ye become^™”!?r are far lr °m it. If, then vt- 
that abideth with you which wass^'d"^ sr / ef c and fear. and 
no thought for the morrow for th„ „ d by ‘^ ,e Sav iour : Take 
for the things of itself morrow shall take though* 

whom I spake:"^Look a^" e’ a ^ r t“ ', hat '™ d <* hi^f 
heaven, that they neither sow J, ' and see the fowls of the 
and God dispensed unto them - how” m° r P the,: int0 barns - 
o ye of little faith ? But look' ,v l more unto 5 'ou 

your hope in him and believe on lJ? h,s comin S nnd have 
m fh ° f and dead, and he -IS,"™'' For b e is the 
to their deeds, and at hi- ^ . uet “ to every one according 
no man hath any word of £ nd his latter a PPearin- 

; h n im t V as though he had not heard For?- 15 K be iud - ed V 
thJrf* four 5 Ua hers (climates) 0 f °. K h,S heraIds do Proclaim 
therefore, and believe Ihe nroi;?! the , "' orM - Repent ve. 

The e ne ,f and lhe bsht-burden that ve m re S eive the yoke ° f 
Ihtse thtngs get, these keen rl 1 ? ayllvc and not die. - 
that he light may receive ™,P, ,? forth of the darkness 
indeed good, that ve may rSl Corae ant0 b'm that S 
his sign m your souls.”' V e grace of him and implant 

in Nonl,| r fl„ a di° a nn e d ak the ft p r ovW ° f ™ 0mas ' 
future. He seems to hav e P ™ ? ns , he mads {or tba 
newly born church in the ™ ted a head of the 
Xanthippus. His name is Greek an°d\° f ° ne named 
- ■ ljre ^ k and he co.uld well be 


1 Ibid., pp. 5 ; -S- 3 ; 7 . 
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sr 

astute - rnd r f r" 

”. tbe wSf f e -*“ 

Ap e ostles U sh„rtl y Th afte r fi [he 

^ r chiaV '? 

the Apostles. In f f act ? h l "‘"'j !te ”, or of 

minister ” and “ helper'■ Later H, d eacon means 

only “the helner’* Jf L p! 6 J * le deac °n was not ‘ 
Priests, they Themselves n o t “ h ^ 3 ’ bUt - a ‘/° ° f th * 
priesthood. But even a priest ra,sed to the 

assistant of the BishoD cnrM h* f a - r aS fae Was '®J» 

stituted wherever they S ca tmnically CO n- 
their viccessors are '-The Bishols ” - Chu / Ch ’ and 

left instead of the Apostle ./w. He V 1 . fact waa • 
nounced to tliem having rhevef T 11 ®™ 33 himself an- 
and dignity of Bishop.^ Ve^^ weT autbor ^ 

to-*? 

coadiutor”of Thomas, the ^‘Bi^^lndia,^ 

Pbares ”fc^ma^^^n°thirou* 1 t ^di n ^ d0 “ ° fGond “- 

ahjhebrelhren; and when the^olemullh^f^grthe^the 

' Hi'-Wrutu, Sabha Parva, 339. a Acjs , VI. 2, 
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Apostle s-.jod in the midst and said : " Children and brethren 
that have believed in the Lord, abide in this faith, preaching 
Jesus who was proclaimed unto you by me, to bring you hope 
in him ; and forsake not (be not forsaken of) him, and he w.'\ 
not forsake you. While ye sleepy in this slumber that weigheth 
down the sleepers, he sleeping.not, keepeth watch over vou • 
and when ye sail and are in peril and none car, help, he walk¬ 
ing upon the waters supporteth and cideth. For I nm now 
departing from you, and it appeareth not if I shall a* isa ^ee 
you according to the flesh. Be ye not therefore like unto the 
people of Israel, who losing sight of their pastors for an hour 
stumbled. But I leave unto you Xanthippus. the deacon, in 
my.stead; for he also Fke myself proclaimed Jesus : for neither 
q$n I aught, nor he, but Jesus only . . . Let your hope then 
be in Jesus.Christ, the Son of God, which is always loved, and 
always desired: and be mindful of us, as we of you : f.*r we too, 
if we'fulfil not*the burden of the commandments, arc not 
worthy io be preachers.of this name, and hereafter shall 
pay thj price {punishment) of our own head.” 1 

Subsequently he prayed with them and continued with 
them a long time in prayer and supplication, and committing 
them unto the Lord, he said : O Lord that rulest over everv 
soul that is in the body; Lord, Father of the souls that have 
their hope in thee and expect thy mercies: that redeemesr 
from error the men that are thine ovan and settest free from 
bondage and corruption thy subjects that come unto thv 
refuge: be tho.u in fhe flock of Xanthippus and anoint it with 
holy oil, and heal it of sores, and preserve it from the ravening 
wolves. And he laid his hand'on them and said : The peace 
of the Lord shall be upon you and shall journey with us 1,4 
. and on saying this he left them and went to the cart that was- 
• w ?. ltl ? g him ' a , nd they all escorted him, weeping and 
adjuring him to make remembrance of them in his praters 
and ndt to forget them. ’ 

}u hy Thomas decided to leave the Christians of 
Northern India will be explained if l the third chapter 
of this work. “ K 

2 Ibid., pp 395-95 


8 Ibid., p. 


• .6 


THE TWO AP0ST1ES OF INDIA 

By The Re*.. Henry Heras. s j. 

P A RT I—( Concl tided ) 

ST. THOMAS IN NORTHERN INDIA 

5* Relics of the Christian Community 

Northern India J 

To some of our readers it may appear strange that 
this Apostolic Church of Northern India disappeared 
in later times. Let them recollect the geographical 
situation of the Indo*Parthian kingdom, wherein the 
Apostle preached. It was, so to say, in the invasion * 
corridor of India. All the invasions than have overrun 
India from Central Asia have swept the country round 
Taxiia with merciless fury. The. Kushi.nas destroyed 
the dynasty of Gondophares during the second half of 
the first century Then the Hunas followed, who, accord¬ 
ing t<> the Chinese- pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang, destroyed all 
the Buddhist Monasteries of that province Some time 
after, the Afgaans entered India as renqueroys, and 
finally the Mughal followers of Babar overthrew all 
the Hindu kingdoms and Afghan Su : tar.ates - of North 
India. It is not strange therefore that, as an effect of 
these successive onslaughts, the small community of 
Christians should have perished. They were first 
scattered, then remained isolated; and finally vanished 
from the st 2 ge of history.'* 

Yet we may perhaps trace a few relics of that 
Church some centuries later in the kingdom of Persia, . 
Some Parthian of Jewish converts of St. Thomas may 
have migrated to Persia to their brethren even during * 
the life-time of the Apostle, and before he left Northern 
India for the South. St. Thomas might have 
some priests with them ; And that new Christian coior v 
within Persia might have been the leaven which later 
on grew into a glorious Church, that gave numerous 

\ ' 
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Martyxa to the bord and even one Bishop, St. Hor- 
muzdaa, to the See of Rome. 

Our suspicion is not totally groundless. In the 
eixth century A. D. we find a fully constituted eccle¬ 
siastical province in Persia in the civil province of 
Fars. The Metropolitan of Fara seems to have resided 
at Rawardshir, but he had numerous bishdps scattered 
in the islands of the Persian Trulf and of the Arabian 
Sea: Dir in,’Ormuz', Socotra, Catara and Masaninjg. 
The*Patriarchs of Seleucia-Ctesiphon claimed jurisdic¬ 
tion**-over the Metropolitan of Fars. 1 Now it so 
happened that towards the close of the eighth captury 
or beginning of the ninth Patriarch Timothy I enjoined 
a number of precepts upon the Bishops and Christians 
of Fars*, but the Metropolitan and Bishops of Fars, 
not wishing to obey the Patriarch, declared themselves 
independent. The reason put forward as a justification 
for their boll standing was their Apostolic origin: 
“ Nos Thomcui Apostoli discipuli sumus et nihil nobis cam 
sede Maris commune est." 3 (We- are the disciples of 
the Apostle Thomas and have nothing in common with 
the See of Mari^-t-hat is the Patriarchal See). Was 
this a mere excuse.or a real tradition amongst them*? 
We are inclined, to believe the latter, .owing to the 
fact that no protest against this alleged Apostolic 
origin is afterwards heaid/of on'the part of the 
Patriarch of Seleucia-Ctesiphon. 

Dr. Joseph Wolff, while travelling 1 through Persia 
in 1844, met the Chaldaean Christians who had a 
separate Patriarch and discovered a similar, tradition 
existing amongst them. They called themselves “ Beni 
Israel and seemed consequently to have been old 
Israelites of the lost ten tribes. They said that St. 
Thomas had preached the Gospel to them, and since 
then they were Christians, 3 • - 

1 Vine, The Ncsiorian Churches, p. u6 (London, 1937)* 

3 Words kept by Bar Hebra.eus which may be read in Assemam, 
Bibliotheca Orientals, III, 2, p. 4 ? 2 . 

s Wolff. Narrative of a Mission to Bokhara,!, p. 20 7 (London, 1845)* 
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' The Christiana of Fars might then ha-re been the 
4os-m*antoof those converted by St Thomas u, the 
tingdnm of Gondophares who migrated to Central 
The present writer, during a. tour through the 
kingdom of Afgttanistan ten years ago.found another 
traditional relic of the Christianity of St Thomas in 
the kingdom of Gondophares, which extended up to 
Kabul fed the Hindu-Kush. The last peak or the 
Xsm i mountains to the north-east of Kabul is ctdled 
Kafir Koh or Dukhtar-i-Kafir. Once I asked the servant 
of mv host, a Kabuli named Muhumaddin-what was 
thfi reason of that denomination. He told me that 
there S a tradition among the people of Kabul that, 
at the time of the first Muhammadan invasion,., a 
Christian girl was found in that mountain who refused 
tTanostatize. Consequently she was killed by the 
Muhammadans and buried there. If the tradition is 
leliable and there is no reason why we should not. 
take it as such, it would prove that there were Chns- 
t?ans in Kabul and generally in Afghanistan m the 
String of the eighth century- The last vestiges of 
ChiistianUy would then have disappeared at the brunt 
-of the Islamic invasion. 

Nor are thesS the last relics of the Christian Church 
founded by St. Thomas in Northern India. Me may 
uace them down even -to modern times Among the 
Syrian Christians living in Malabar there are two 
clearly different racial denominations Some are the 
descendants of the old Indians baptized by St. Thomas 
an Malabir, whose history will be related tn th* thiru 
part of this work; they are cai.ed -->r-os -. -he 
others, called Suddhists seem toha.e two* f-” 
bv “a and settled in Malabar through the benevolence 
of the Malabar princes. So says their tradition. As 
a remembrance of this famous sea voyage that gave 
them a home, to them and their children, the ancestors 

of the present Suddhists bad carved the ngure of two 
vessels upon the head of two mermaids on the facade 

i Inb The S\rian Church of Malabar, pp. 6 - 9 - (C hanganacierry, 
1938 ). J The dates gften for the two migrations do not s eem acceptable. 


of their. Church at Kuduturutti, one of. the most 
important churches of their community in Malabar. 
Wherefrom did these Suddhist Christians come? j 

The existence in Malabar of a number of stone 
Crosses with quaint inscriptions around may perhaps 
give us a clue. These inscriptions are written in 
Pahlavi characters and have been deciphered Tn Pahlavi 
language. 1 This was the language spoken in Persia* 
during the Sassanian Dynasty that preceded the Muham¬ 
madan invasion. The Pahlavi 9crfpt was used in Persia, 
but to our knowledge was never used in Mesopotamia, 
or elsewhere outside the Persian dominions. Those 
who carved or ordered those crosses and inscriptions, 
alluding to the grace of the Holy Ghost received in Bap¬ 
tism through the merits of Christ dying on tha cross, 
were evidently Christians coming from Persia, otherwise 
they could not- know the Pahlavi script and language. 

Our further contention is that they came from 
Fars. This was the maritime province of the Persian 
Empire, on the Persian Gulf. The Christians of Fars 
were connected with other Christian communities, 
which may be called maritime, living in the islands of 
the Persian Gulf, a9 seen above. Finally it is a fact 
that at least up to the end erf the -eighth century the 
Metropolitan of Fars held jurisdiction over the Chris¬ 
tians of India. 2 It is therefore quite evident that the, 
Christians of FaTs were acquainted with the sea and 
with Christain communities beyond the sea. They 
knew .that the Christians of Malabar claimed to be 
“Christians of St. Thomas " as they themselves claimed 
too. To them they went therefore in the hour of 
distress: they ware all Christians of St. Thomas. They 
could not find but a kind reception amongst the 
Christians of St. Thomas in Malabar. 

1 Modi, “ A Christian Cross with a Pahlavi Inscription recently 
discovered in the Travancore State,” J.B. B. R. A.S., (N.S.), II, pp. 
l-;S : Burnell. “ Pahlavi Inscriptions in South India,” Indian Anti¬ 
quary, HI, PP* 3^8J West, ‘‘inscriptions around Crosses in South ,,, 
India Efigraphia Mica, IV, pp. 174-176, etc. •*: 

* Vine, op. cit p. 117. 


This iB not the place to discuss the .[uestion of the 
lime when this emigration took place. The Malabanan 
tradition says there have been two expeditions o. 
•Suddhists. 1 If so, they might have been : one towards 
the middle of the 4th century, at the time of the 
■Christian persecution in Persia, during the reign 
Shapur II, when the supreme head of the Christians 
in Persia St/ Simeon was imprisoned and killed; the 
other would be during the 6th or 7th century when 
the Islamic persecution was sweeping all over the 
country. At the time when the Parsis of Bombay and 
■Gujerat left their homes,. these Christians also left 
their country and settled in Malabar. 

Thus the last relics of the - Christian Church 
founded in .Northern India by St Thomas were provi¬ 
dentially united with the Church of Malabar, also 
founded by St. Thomas. 3 


PAET II 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW IN THE ICONKAN 
1, The Mission of St. Bartholomew 

Ancient ecclesiastical writers, as is “well known, 
place at least a part of the apostolate of St. Bartho- 
j lomew in India.* Yet it was supposed that this India 
was not India proper, but some other countries arouna 
India, such as Arabia or Ethiopia, wbiet. were at times 
■denominated India by Greek and Roman, geographers. 
Recently Rev. Fr. A. C. Perumalii, S.J. has contributed 
a learned article on this subject to The Journal of 
Indian Historu, Madras, which changes this point of 
view and establishes the mission of St Bartholomew to 

1 Cf. Job, op. etloc.ciU * 

3 There are Suddhists among the. Catholics ami among the 
Jacobites: and bo*h communities belong to jurisdiction*-different 
from the jurisdictions of the other Syrian Christians. The centre 
■of these Suddhist jurisdictions in Kottayam. * 

* Cf. for instance Socrates, Historia EcclesurJica, I, 19 : Migne 
P.G., LXVII, col. 126. < 



India proper on a sound basis. 1 This article will be here 
summarised. We shall perhaps add some new evidence. 

In a ‘ previous article, 2 3 * Fr. Perumalil, after a 
detailed survey of all Greek and Roman Geographers 
and Ecclesiastical Writers, had concluded that after 
.the expedition of. Alexander the Great the early Greeks 
and Romans were well acquainted with India; and 
that “ they call only one land India, that which was 
bounded on the West by the river Indus, on the North 
by the Himalayas, on the East by the mouths of the 
river Ganges and on the remaining side by the Indian 
Ocean. Therefore when the early writers of the Chruch 
speak of the Mission of St. Bartholomew to India* 
they speak of India proper beyond any possibility of 
doubt.” . • * 

We possess two cl^ar testimonies . revealing the 
Alexandrian tradition about St. Bartholomew's mission. 
The first is that of Eusebius of Caesarea:— 

“ Pantaenus was constituted a herald of the Gospel of 
Christ to the nations'of the East, and advanced even as far as 
India...Pantaenus...is said to have come td the (land of the) 
Indians; to have found there that the Gcftpel according to 
Matthew had anticipated his own arrival among 'some who 
knew Christ and to whom Bartholomew, one of the Apostles* 
had preached and had left them the book of Matthew in 
• Hebrew script, which is also preserved until this time.” * 

The other testimony is that of St. Jerome : “Pantae¬ 
nus...was a man of such learning both in Sacred 
Scriptures and in secular knowledge that he was sent 
to India by Demetrius, bishop‘of Alexandria, at the 
request of that nation’s legates. There he fopnd that 
the coming of Christ, our Lord, according to the 

1 Perumalil, “ The Apostles of Kalyana (Bombay),” The Journal of 

Indian History, (Madras)*XXII (1943), PP- 71-92. 

3 Perumalil, “The India of the Early Greeks and Romans from 
the Time of Alexander’s Invasion till theF«i!of Alexandria,” Journal 
of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, (Patna), XXVIII ( 1942 ), PPt 

341-383. • 

5 Eusebius Caesariensi.-. Historia Ecclesiastica, V, I0:-Migne 

P. ‘G., XX, col. 4 S 3 - 456 . 


Gospel of Matthew; was preached by Bartholomew, 
one of the twelve Apostles. 

From these two J 

descendants^of the emJlVeonvertswlioJia^d sent meMengers 

had 5 been* a^it^eS*. Bartholomew 
in India. * 

But there is still an exponent of a different early 
tradition which gives, besides^ an t ^T Rufinus of ' 

Fr/perumalil rightly point, out, W™*- «5d 

tinian " ad ^ ,on a S mot!g themselves after the 

made by the APoaue . dispersed to preach 

* . 

as follows : 

-In that division of ^^Ty^w^g^ wiSe 
the preaching of the, * Apostles. Farthia fell to 

different provinces fell to different ap . citerior India ,. 

Thomas, to “LtoBartholomew. Placed 

adherent to it. is said to have P ar thia, but far,to the ’ 

y JSSS lies 8 *Ulterior India', inhabited by peoples of many 
and diverse tongues.”’ 

Pnfinus does not give details about Bartholomew 9 
' • - in Win itself but confirms the two previous 

mission in luoaa Apostle- came to India 

authorities by showiUB that ,no a ^ the 

Til J erome, De Viris lUustribus. 36 : Migne, P. L.. XX 1 U, coU 
i 65I ‘» Rufinun, Historia Ecclesiastica. , 1 . 9 : Migne.f-.XXI. col. 478. 
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paper mentioned above, “ Gterior India " is always 
tor the Romans and Gtfeks that part of the Western* 
Coast of India roughly corresponding to Gujerat and 
--orthern Konkan. It thereiore appears that’St Ba- 
tholomew preached the Gospel of Christ to the peoples 
inhabiting Gujerat and Northern Konkan. 

This conclusion is.corrobqjaled by the Constant!- 
n °pohtan tradition that crystallized in the Menoiogv 
codified m the 10th century by order of the Emperor 
Basil II In this work we read: "The Apostle Bartho¬ 
lomew, however, went to India Felix .' 1 These | 9 «- 
l t d ,? om V 0 tbink that the tradition referred to 
fImv' .if - 6 m' , BUC sln ° e ,"' e now know that this India 
if'i* /-ffl sol ' sht ra India, we shall not have 

there ?‘*n Ulty ln our . search ' For in Northern Konkan 
there is the very ancient city of KalySna. the present 

_ 0 jAf llyan ' n .? r . th of Bombay, the name of which 
here as p ; "T ha PP*°*s«v that has been translated 
on eithefs-' i p Ac f ordlnS t0 Lassen il‘o ^rip of coast 
Kaltl a de of , he . c reek of Kalyan was also called 
Tolsf r"' WS r° ths lm P°rtance of that harbour ; Tho 
irT n nOFO It “ tradition therefore points to Kalvan 

?o°the Indian*?Tf"' Pteached the Go *Poi of Christ 
this reaion O? tr„i ° are c ? 1,ed ' the Happy '". 1 In 
Cosmas Indi'-nr^ J ! aD * r prec ] sei i’ one century earlier. 
iSoTe Bishon L w P ,‘ teS . W a . Christian community 

of St Bartho'r*mf PP01nt ^* Iron ^ ^ >ers * a » 4 The mission 
oi at. Bartholomew explains the existence of this 
Chrtst.au community on the Western™ of ?ndia 

' ^•'' wh S>i a Febr., 17 -. Migne, P. G. CXVII, col, 317. 

Lassen, Indisch? Allcrtkumhundc, I, pp. 150-151. ” 

XXIIlf co l L'72;° Phr0nm! ’ Dc 1 i:is A tMclorum, 4 : Migne, P. G. L, 
UGo 8 ff{l”oL n i 7 a Sleus: “’ a ‘ nah " T 'oposraphy, 3: Migne, P. G. 
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2. The'Preaching of St. Bartholomew 

The Apostle Bartholomew preached by word of 
mouth and by example from the very beginning of 
his landing in Konkan. We cannot doubt that he 
first of all met the Jews that were lining in Kalyan. 
The Jews denominated Beni Israel have been living 
in Konkaij from before the beginning of the Christian 
era. They very likely are relics of tho ten lost tribes. 
We have already said that the practice .of the Apostles 
always was to preach the Gos iel first to the Jews or 
in Jewish centres. Kajyan, which was then a centre 
of foreign trade, must have had a good Jewish com¬ 
munity. There cannot be any doubt that a number of 
Jews acknowledged the genuineness c: his. claim and 
accepted the Gospel of Jecus Christ. * 

But among his converts there wer j soon a number 
of Hindus, for as we shall see presant.lv,' the King 
himself and very likely some members of hie family 
were also received into Christ's fold. On arriving 
Bartholomew, settled in the main Hint u temple of die 
place, as a mete pilgrim; but soon, ,!f ve arc- to believe 
St. Bede, he started preaching within the temple itself. 
Some people who were after him on. arriving at the 
temple “found him preaching," so he says, and 
recognized Mm. And just then a rai.n. posse td by* 
the devil ran up to him shouting: “Bartholomew,, the. 
apostle of God, ’he prayers (thy prayers) burn 
And the Apostle said : Keep silence, O demon, and 
leave him ", and he left him at once. 1 

St. Bede besides has kept a beautiful description. 5 ; 
of the Apostle as given by his contemporaries, which 
we are going to reproduce here, for its details are very 
significant in conne xion with the pleaching of the 
Apostle. He appeared to the Indians as a * fervent 
sannyu&i devoted to the service of God : 

“He has black hair, his complexion is ,vhitc, his eyes are 
large, his nostfils equal and straight, his ear* are covered with 
. % 

1 St. Bede, Paraaiilica, Homiliae, III, 40 ; Migne, P. L. >ZCI V, 
cols. 490-491. 
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the locks of hair from\is head, he has a long beard with verv 
few grey hairs. His body is of a proportionate size, neither 
very tal! nor very short. He goes dressed in a white garmenr 
..•He prays a hundred times during the day, and as many times 
during the night; his voice is like the sound of a bugle. The 
angels of God accompany him, nor dft they allow him to under- 
go fatigue or thirst. He is always in the joy of God. dav and 
night; be foresees everything, and speaks and understands a” 
tongues. 1 -»• ** 

We may easily imagine the impression St. Bartho¬ 
lomew caused ip the Indians, seeing his carriage and 
apparel, ever practising control, freed from all stain, 
enjoying wuh^ease the pleasure infinite and the union 
'with bod seeking solitude, eating little, restraining 
.speech and body and mind, ever intent on the practice 
Ot^ined.iation. titrning to desirelessness ." 8 St. Bede 
amrms that innumerable people of twelve town? (nr 
villages) arouna believed through his work," and be¬ 
came the disciples of Christ . 4 

3. The Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew 

The story of the martyrdom of St. Bartholomew 
has come down to us in two versions, one Latin , 4 the 
other tv Whl .M substantially agree with each 

■SS?; . do D ° t H row for certain which was the ' 

original version and when and where it was written. St. 

®” S 0 ? 7 ; of J 0 "” .'he sixth century seems to have 
seen it and the Hwronymiun Martyrdom is also in. 

SfaKTnf d' th , tK £ St °- ry " Vrhan on th e ninth dav of the . 

Auisde B° rfhT mber “ v read3: “ The natal da >- of th. 

’India' for W ]‘ 0 wa9 beheaded in ' Citerior t 

India for Christ, by order of kintr ” * Thp ■! 

stoly o f the ntartyrdom is published bv the Bollandists, ‘ 

1 Ibid., coL AGO. S r> • , , TT „ I 

a thirl vrrr -- • Bnagavad-Gita, VI, 23 . 

Srr **, ,, ’' “* n * St. Bede, op. cit., col. 4QI. 

Cf. Anatlecta Bollandiana, XIV 11895 ), p. 3535 -. 

Walker, Ante-Xiccne Library, XVI ( 18 ^ 0 ) * l 

LXXl G gf 7 4 3 “ Tar0n ^“' ^‘"“r.mudr.l.xl Mi s „ e , P. £.. j 
Migne? Fesa Apostolorum, IX Kal. Sept.: I 


and nobodv doubts its authenticity. Several circum¬ 
stances make me suspect that the original version was 
in Greek. 

The account of the martyrdom, as summarized by 
Fr. Perumalil, runs as follows I ' 

. “ To this India, then, the holy ' Bartholomew the apostle 
of Christ went, and took up his quarters in the temple of 
Astaruth, ami lived there as one of the pilgr.ms and the poor. 
In this temple there wa* an idol called Astaruth, which was . 
supposed tu heal the infirm. But while tht Apostle Bartho¬ 
lomew was there, Astaruth gave no response and was not able 
to cure according to his wont. Because of this inability the 
sick were obliged toigo to another city where there was’an idol 
called Becher (Berith). They sacrificed to tr is one and asked - 
why their god Astaruth had not answered th.-ir prayers. Becher 
replied that Astaruth was held in chains from the time that 
; Bartholomew came there. The people on their return iron. 
Becher’s shrine recognized the Apostle. 

Now. Polvmius, the kmg of the country (city) had a lunatic 
daughter. The Apostle cured her of her piaiady. On the day 
following the cure the Apostle approached the King and 
explained to him the Doctrine. The king heard him_ gladly 
and as a result of it the temple of Astaruth was deprived of 
the idol and the king frxame a disciple of the Apostle. When 
these things were noised abroad, the non-Christians ha'-^ened 
to Astreges the king, who was the elder brother of Poly- 
mius. Astreges sent for the Apostle anc. ordered him to 
renounce the religion of Christ and adore his god. But by 
divine, power Baldad, die god of Astreges. ’together with the 
idols of the temple were thrown down and broken to pieces. 
Whereupon Astreges ordered the Apostle to* be beaten with 
rods and finally beheaded. Christians from the vicinity* 
gathered together the renming and laid them in a tomb. W hen' 
king Astreges heard this,- he ordered the reti-ains to be thrown 
into the sea. Thirty days after tfiis incident king Astreges 
was strangled^))' a demon and thus tragically ended his life, 
king Polymius war made bishop and ruled the Church’ for 20 
years and then passed away .** ’ 

St Bede in the 7th century must have, known the 
account of the martyrdom for he repioduces It. sub“ 
stantially . 1 f * 

1 St. Bede, op.etloc, ciL - ; 
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In this account there are some proper names which 
Fr.. Pernmalii studies in detail and identifies. The 
names of the two kings are, first of all, of ’ great 
importance. They are Polymius and Astreges, the 
terminations of whicli are evidently Latinized or Hel- 
lenized. Who were these kings? That part of India 
was during the first century of the Christian era ruled 
by kings of the Satavahana Dynasty. Different lists 
ot these kings are given in different Puranas, which are 
supplemented by coins and inscriptions: Fr. Perumalil 
finds two names next to each other in the I'/Vtu Parana 
which are very suggestive. The fifteenth king of tile 
• i«? aSty r> >9 ca ? d Patumat, though in the list of the 
dfo/sya Pum,ia he is named Pulomavi. 1 This seems to 
r ? a L na ” e - which « als <- found in the inscrip¬ 
tions and has become classical in Satavahana history. 
His successor according to the same PurCirn is called 
a name which is found as Ariktavarna 

karrn^n elf 3 ni - he p “ ra >. and as Anista- 

karman in the Blwgn-atlm P V ana. These seem to'be 

t »° kl "SJ mentioned id the account of the 
martyrdom of St. Bartholomew. 

uective t . hillks d at> , parent ly owing to the res- 

Astretres w.fn,* To- brothers ’ that Aristakarman- 

Pu omlvi-Po vm- eal k ‘ nS ’ and that his W brother 
rujomavi Polymius was a sort of Viceroy ruling 

BuT if P th°It ,nC „ 6 of the Empire on behalCof his brolen 
that PulnmUh'. i 30 ’ h ° W can * 6 ex P lain the fact 
•Aristakarman • th ‘ p 3y ? ™ ntioned before his brother 
to toliefe that hortf n UI i a v?‘ 0 list3? 1 am rather inclined 
the mission of b q h WBre real kin S 3 and-that 

e mission of St. Bartholomew played some oart in 
the succession of Aristakarman P 

hrntfiAi- A | J vt‘‘Karman alter his younger 

dnrino rw sacBessl0n to the throne in' India was 

the efdest son 6n w, T* alway9 deoided in favour of 

of another son Yn !l * s6Vf * al casea of ‘he election 
ot another son on the part of the father to succeed 


may 

Asiatigue , 


tigue, 1897 (IX), p. 28 . 1 Indo-Scythes , Journal 


him. Such is the case of Saraudra Gupta, of the 
Gupta family, who was not the eldest 30h. 1 Samudra 
Gupta himself selected Chandra Gup a (II) as his 
successor against the rights of the eldest son Rama 
Gupta . 3 In both these cases ther.j was a rising on the 
part of the eldest son, which was fina ly subdued by 
the lawful king. 1 ’ In the same way after the death of 
the great Chalukyan king PulikesUII. his eldest son 
Cnandriditva was superseded by his younger brother 
Vikramaditva I. * 


. Pulomavi in all the Puranic lists is mentioned 
* as a king, and so is he referred to in the story of 
the martyrdom. In fact he is always given a long 
reign : 36 years in the Mdtsyu, 24 in the Vi.fim Purdjtet. 
He was therefore the real ruler of the country. Where 
was hi 3 capital ? The traditional capital of the Sata- 
vahanas was Paithan, on the-Godavari, now in the 
Nizam’s Dominions. The Apostle must have landed 
at Kalyan. It was a harbour of considert.ble importance 
on the Western Coast. The author of the Periplus of 
\ the Ers'threan See, mentions it as such . 5 Inscriptions 
at Junnar and Kbaneri Caves commemorate rich 
traders and goldsmiths of Kalyan . 6 The temple of 
Astaruth, where the Apostle lived for some time, 
must have been at Kalyan itself. The events narrated 
in the story of the martyrdom must have attracted 
the attention of king Pulomavi to the foreigner. The 
recovery of her health by his daughter was undoubted¬ 
ly the first invitation to become Bartholomew's disciple. 

1 Allahabad Pfrsasti of Samudra Gupta, I. 7: Fleet, Corpus 
Inscriptiorum Indicarum, III, p. II. 

* Mathura Inscription of Chandra Gupta II II. 9 - 10 : Ibid., p. 27. 


r* 



* Cf. Heras “ Two Contraversial Events in the Xeign of Samudra 
Gupta.'* Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Restarch Institute, IX, 
pp. 83-87. 

* Fleet “Sanskrit and Old Kanarese Inscriptions," Indian Anti~ 
query, VIII, p. 4 &- 

4 Schoff, The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea, 53. p. 43. 

. 6 Cf. Gopalachari, Early History of the Andhra Country, pp_ 
103 - 114 - 
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When this became inown, the Brahmans undoubtedly 
rose against Aim ; and mustered round hitf elder brother. 
Aristakarma, taking the opportunity of the spreading 
discontent, dethroned Pujornaviand seated himself on 

the throne. A brother succeeding a brother was not 
unknown in the Satavahana family. ^ Kanna, the second 
king of the Dynasty, succeeded his brother Simukha, 
the -founder . 1 The same was to be repeated a few 
generations after. The 24th king, another Pulomavi. 
the son of Vasistbi, was succeeded-by another son of 
^he same lady. 1 ; 

This coup d'etat against the Christian king was 
followed by a royal order against the Apostle. * Bart ho* 
lome'w had to worship the Indian gods or to die. 
Where was his bartyrdom consummated ? The story 
of the martyrdom does not say anything about the 
place, except that king Astreges ordered his body 
to be thrown into the sea;, which shows that the 
martyrdom took place near the sea-shore and one 
naturally thinks* of Kalyan itself, which seems to have 
been the centre of the labours of the Apostle. So 
rightly thinks Fr. Perumalil. To Kalyan then belongs 
the great honour of having its soil fertilized by the 
generous blood of one of the Apostles of Jesus Christ. 

4. The Mission of Kalyari 

Fr. Perumalil calculates that . the Apostle must 
have landed at Kalyan in about 55 A.D. and that his 
martyrdom took place in 62 A.D. But hi 3 death was 
not the death of Christianity in Kalyan. The ex-kin^ 
Pulomavi himself ruled that church as a Bishop. 
He must have been consecrated by the Apostle himself. 
St. Bede calls him “King Appollonius ” and says also 
that he ruled over that church for twenty years, and 
M wrought many miracles in the name of the Lord,.’ 
Moreover he states that there were a number of 

1 Cf. Bakhle, “ Satavahanas and the Contemporary Ksatrapas ” 
J. B:B. B. A. S„ (N. S.) Ill p. 53 . 

s Cf. Gopalachari, op. tit., pp. 63 - 67 . 
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priests ordained by the Apostle.' Some difficulties 
seem to have arisen among the Kalyam Christians 
about a century after, when they sent messengers 
requesting the Bislmp of Alexandria to send them 
a learned- priest to instruct them in the faith. St 
PantaenuJ was selected for this mission. He arrived 
in India c. 190 4- r>~ worked among them for 

some time and settled some questions or differences 
existing between the Christians and the. Brahmans 
He returned to Alexandria, carrying a cupy of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, whicn had been bi ought ».er 
to India by St. Bartholomew himself. - 

In the sixth century Kalyan was visited by Cosmas. 
Indikopleustes, who found there- a Bishop who is 
- appointed from Persia.” = This presupposes t.ie existence . 
of a Christian Community at Kalyan. 

In the ninth century king Alfred the C- reat vowed 
to send some alms to Rome and „ also to.India to St. 
Thomas and St. Bartholomew ; = which vow shows 

that the news of the existence of the Chnsnans of St. 
Bartholomew had travelled west as far as England itself. 

y aws of this Christianity was once more com¬ 
municated to the West by the zealous Dominic^ 
P Jourdain Catalani de Severac in the year 1321. He 
hkd reached the shores of India from Persia in the 
• company of four Franciscan Friars, three priests Frey 
Thomas of Tolentine, a-rev James of Padua and -Frey 
Peter of Sienna and cue Hay brother, Frey Demetrius 
of Tiflis Those four Franciscans * landed m Thana 
where they were martyred by the Musulmun Governor 
S of the place, a few days later In the meantime Fr. 
If Jourdain had gone to Bfoach, where he baptized ninety 
,K new converts and then to Sopara where he also 
IS5 baptized thirty-two catechumens. The body of Cfans^ 
p| tians he found in that region were called Nestonan, 

M s St. Bede, op. cir., col. 591 . .... . 

&sj s Cosmas Indikopleustes, op-cit., 3: tbtJ., c°Ll 7 Q. 

M 8 Thome The Angle-saxotf Chronicle, II, p. oa (London, I 86 IJ. 

|| , coS UsMerveiles del'Asic par le Pert Jou, Join Catalan de 

U Sever ae, pp. 19-30 (Paris, 1925 k 


but "lay seem to have included Catholics. In point of !5 
fact Fr. Jourdain having returned to ' Europe, Pope i 1 
John XXII sent him back . to India later as Bishop H 
of Columbum (Quilon, in Malabar) "and gave him amon- K 
other documents a letter addressed “ to the Catholics S 
of the North and also of the East and !in particular S' 
to those who are in Cuncatana (Kotikan) Gozarat Si 
'(Gujarat) and Lesser India. (Sind and Kathiawar, a« 
far as the account of Fr. Jourdain shows). 1 ii; 


. 13 the last piece of information about the <!l 
Christianity founded by St. Bartholomew in Western ■ 
India, When the Portuguese arrived in North Koiikan l; 
m the beginning of the 16th centurv; apparently there 
were nq Christians there. ’ : 


But something more 
Apostle's martyrdom. 


must be said about 
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THE TWD APOSTLES OF INDIA 

By Tiie Rev. henry Hera.s, s.j. 

PART II— {Concluded) 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW IN THE KONKAN 


6. The Genuineness of the Account of the 
Martyrdom 

We have not referred to the nances of th* three 
gods spoken of in the account of the martyrdom, for 
their study deserves a special mention. These gods 
are Astaruth, Becher and Bald,ad. Fr. Perumalii rightly 
identifies the latter with either Baldad or BalaJeva 
(small Dattatreya, one of the incarnations ^f Visitu). 
The temple of Baldad seems to have been in Paithan. 

The second God is Becher. St. Bade says Berith. 
Fr. Perumalii thinks that this name is 4 ’ the Hellenized 
form of the Kanarese Baehiran (the one holding the 
sillo, the God of war, Skanda.” Bachifr or bar-ji in 
Kannada means sulu or lance. Among the # Tulu 
speaking people of South Kanara there is also a Saivite 
God named Belcher. 

As to Astaruth (St. Bede writes, Aatarot), there 
cannot be any doubt that this god is Siva having eight 
forms, Rudra being another name of Siva. AstUamurti , 
the one of eight forms, referring to Siva, is already 
mentioned in the Mahabhdrafa 1 and-later in fche dramas 
of Kalidasa. 3 Now the word given in the story of 
the martyrdom is half Prakrit and half Marathi, In 
Sanskrit it would be Astharudra. The language spoken 
during the first century A.. D. was a Pakrit with a 
tendency to become the future vernacular of the 
country, in our case, Marathi. In pure -early Prakrit 
it would be Attaruih. In later colloquial Marathi it 
would be A&tkarwl. We have therefore in this name, 
let us say, a Marathi zed form of a Prakrit name. 


St. Joseph’s _Intet^i 5 ^TT^^ r i chinopo , y _ 1944 , 


* Vana Parva, 1939. 

J In die preface of many of his dramas. 
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The transitional character of this word is of eitrv 
ordinary interest, in view of the genuineness of the account 
of the martyrdom. Only an Indian, or a foreigner who 
b . ad b , es ° . llvln 8 m India for some time, could have em- 
ployed this word, so true to reality Who cmiM ho * 
been this person, the ordinal of the account r 

A . We , fortunately a link between India and 

Alexandria in those early days, add that Qo,-,,*. 
Pantaenus. Eusebius of Caesaree and St * * 

of S thT Kalv 1 - 8 miSSi0n 0f Saint PaataenU3 to'the Indies 
Kahan region towards the close of the second 

Go™?'' He a- r ° USh; from India Alexandria “he 
Gospel according to St. Matthew. Evidently 

f h ! S ba »din S the manuscript , 

tne bamt . narrated to him the history of that Christ! 

Perhitn nd *| ths Sl0r> ’ of the mart ytdom of the Apostle 
Perhaps they even gave him a written a-count 

also th V *' ' P ° Siibly wrltt ™ ia Aramaic (which W L 
an account 

* the 

Another circumstance about this god Ast-irml, i 
conurms the -genuinness of the account Tt, ' , 

upon arriving in Trdin ;* ,? i rhe a P° stIe I 

WsiS «' e v-I 

•SS^ TOr- 1 

W welcome. 

an,i r ::" s t ' s&ts * thore * h ? 


(Belgaum Dt.). • This circumstance of the account of 
the mar-yrdom of St4 Bartholomew is a colourful note 
of local character which could not easily be invented. 
St. Bede says definitely that the Apostle remained in 
the temple as a pilgrim- 

The gods mentioned in the account are 3iva, his 
son Skanda or Subrahmanva, and Visnu. Though 
there were many and crowded monasteries of Budd¬ 
hist monks in the country in those times, as the caves 
of Pittalkhoni, Karla, Kanheri, Elephants, Ajai-ta, Nasik 
and many others prove, (one monastery was .nKajyan 
itself), both Saivism and Vaisnavism flourished ail over 
the country. There- «tiil exists a collection of erotic 
poems attributed to King Hala, the successor, and pro¬ 
bably -the ‘son of Aristakarma, and therefore fully 
contemporary with the Apostle, which is of purely 
Saivire character. It is entitled Suptusutakam and has 
been published by the German scholar Weber. In the 
opening and dosing verses, Pasupati (§iva) and Gauri 
(Parvati) are adored by the author. That the worship 
of Skanda (Siva's son), was also common, the names of 
three Lings of rhe Dynasty in the Matxyu Puruna 
fuflv prove: they are Skandhas tambhi (5th), Skandas- 
vati (11th), and Sivaskanda (26th). 

As for the cult of Visnu. the above mentioned 
Saptnsatakam informs us that Hari (Visnu) and Trivi- 
krama (an incarnation of Visnu) are superior to other 
gods. 


PART III 

ST. THOMAS IN MALABAR 

1. The Cause c: the Change of Field of St, 
Thomas’s Labours. 

The Apostle Thomas apparently did not leave tha 
Parthian kingdom during the lifetime of Goncophares. 
We know of a few coins of another king named 
Abdagases, who styles himself “ the nephew of 


f 
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Gondophares.” 1 The rule of the latter may have lasiaa !> 

till the year 60 A.D.* and Abdagasea succeeded liim K the Khakharats. race (Ksaharatas, Bhumaka's family); 
In the apocryphal book De Transitu Maria.- wh ch p who re9tored the elory of the Satavahana family.” 1 


in tne apocryphal book Ve Transitu Mari,,., which M 
belongs to the fourth century, St. Thomas is introduced II 
speaking of the nephew of king Gomlonlmro^ . Si 


speaking of the nephew of king Gondophares who was 
named Labdanes. 1 -Mons. Silvain Levy identifies this 
Labdanes with Abdagases in whose coins he i« styled 
Qhandaphura-bkrdia-pul rasa, “of the son of GondoD- 
hares s brother.” 4 We do not know of any ofher definite 
name in the line oi ;he Parthian rulers of northern 
India. What was th: cause of their end ? 

During the first half of the first century k D the 
Kushanas. a semi-ban.arous tribe of Central Asia,’pushed 
by the Chinese tribe of the Yue-chi. had already set- 
tled south of the Hindu Kush range. Their first 
a Kadphises, had fully succeeded 
the last Greek King ot .Kabul, Hermaios, after Im-r- 
! e ' 8 £ e , d 1" .friendship and alliance with him for rome 
£. e . ar ?- J 1 ' 9 successor Vima Kadphises crossed the 

Pa h hlataff SS ^ f p lhe fertile kill Sdom of t!i» 

Pahlavas (as the Parthians , are called in Sanskrit 
iterature ). this must have taken place round TO A D 
The Parthians had to retreat before the new invade-s 

lahapina Install ‘of K f a '? halla *. though his son 
rvanapana lost all those terntories while fightin" with 

•• ^ 

(Greeks) and Pahlavas (Parrhian ( sh. y . t .^r , 'rooW Va out 
1 Whitehead, of-eil., 1, pp. ,53.,,. 

■ » a- d. 

P.35>^1 

Orki"^ J ° im coins in Morgan, K,.,„d * AWi-ip 


if A new adversary of the 6 atavahanas in Central 
jf| India was the Satrap Chastana, the founder of the 
g Ksatrapas, whose family was not 90 easily uprooted 
|! by the Satavahanas. The Ksatrapa dynasty has always 
P been styled ‘baka’.* Yet Suka is on many occasions 
P taken by Sanskrit authors as including Scythians and 
| Parthians. Chastana seems to be a Sanskritizec, form 
I of Tiastanes, the name that Ptolorny gives to this 
P king . 3 Now Tins tan es is a purely Parthian name. 
St The Kshatrapa Dynasty is evidently a Parthian Dynasty. 

| Their coins are all marked, on the reverse, with the 
| symbols of the sun and the moon (crescent), which are 
| always found on the coins of the Parthian Arstv.idan y 
3| kings of Persia from the time of Mithridateii III* 

| There is not a single Ivshatrapa coin without those 
£j symbols. The fact that in some of their early coins 
I a Greek inscription is engraved round the portrait of 
I the king and that the Brahmi inscription has some 
| characters that resembie the Kharosthi script/ clearly 
\ shows their connection with the north-western territories, 
where only these two scripts were used. 

ij Chastana’s grandson, Rudradaman I, seems to have 
:? extended his dominions, as he assumed the title of 
'f Mahakshatrapa and contracted a family alliance with 
% Gautamiputra himself. Rudradaman’s daughter was 
|i married to Vasisthiputra Sri Pulumavi, Gautamiputra 9 
ff son/’ Yet this family connection did not prevent the 
P war between the Sakas and the Pahlava 3 on ths one 
side and the Satavahanas on the other. The Girnar 

1 Senart, “ The Inscriptions in the Caves of Nasik," Epigraphia 
Indica, VIII, p. 61. 

3 Allahabad Prasasti of Samtidra Gupta, op. ciL, III, p. 8 , Sana. 
Harsa-Carita (ed. Co well-Thomas), p. 194. 

4 Ptolomv, VII, 1, 63. 

* Wroth, Catalogue of the Coins of Parthia, pL XIII, No, 13 and ff. 

* Rapson, Catalogue of Coins of the Andkra Dynasty, p. 71 

* Kanheri Inscription. Indian Antiquary, XII, p. 273; Buhler, 
A.S. \V. /., V, p- 7S, P L LI. II. 
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inscription of Rudradaman refers to the war between 
these two nations. Rudradaman “twice in fair fi-hr 
completely defeated Satakanji, the lord of Daksinap-nba 
but, on account of the nearness of their connection' 
did not destroy him.’’ 1 These reverses naturally 
reduced the kingdom of Pu)umavi, while addin™ tr, 
the kingdom of Rudradaman. We do not know 0 f 
more contests between the Satavahana and the KshatranJ 
armies; bu,t, after the third successor of Pulum'ivi 
the Satavahanas seem to have lost all the central and 
western territories of their dominions, as the coins of 
the last three kings are found in the Godavari District 

shmo of At k the 8am £ t! T’ a branrh Of the familv, || 
tome of whose members bear the title Vilivavakura 
ru.ed independently from Kolhapur, 3 while some ni 
their Cutu Viceroys struck coins and were celled Maha¬ 
rajas at Banavusi. fins shows that the west had 

'had dMded "T" What WM thB Power that 

had di. ded the batavahana southern possessions and 
practically confined the last Satavahanas to the Goda¬ 
vari and Kistna Districts ? 

we fmVhfs v™' tin;e o Urins the reiBn ° f Rudradaman, 
denomin-tll“ (Kathiawar), SuvUaka. 

denominated the Pahlava, who rebuilt the great 

henefi? a ”f a 4 ak ® 1 * 1 * the Ginmr at JCmfigadh! " for the 
- ‘TnoZr 

y? « *• 

' El’israpMalndica.,\’lll,v.i7 • 

- - Rapson, op. ri:„ p. jliu 
• Smith, E.tl. p. 231 
J I " iian jn’Wry, XIV, p. 331. 

Iniica, Vlnfpp. 45.4^ Il 'Scripti°n of Rudradaman > Epigraphies, 

P- 13- Cf.'ll'eSj'^The^rigta oFthJfp 3 !?’ E I ,i r r ?P hi ‘ t Iniica, XVIII. 
silv e/Ztemiay, IV (1936), p^ji.T4 tIle Pa avas * J° ur nal of the Career- 
7 Ibid., p. 7. ’ ‘ 
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This brief study shows how a great number of 
Pahlava noblertien of the North-Western Kingdom 
migrated to Saurastra and Konkan, pushed by the 
enemies first, and allured by the fertile lands oi South 
India afterwards. This migration will help us to under¬ 
stand the journey of St. Thomas to South India. 

2. The Journey of St. Thomas to Malabar 

Dr. Farquhar, in a second paper about St. Thomas 
in Malabar , 1 is of opinion that the Apostle emoarked 
at the mouths of the Indus for Socotra and Malabar. 
Yet The Acts of Judas Thomas say quite definite y that 
when he left the kingdom of Gondophares he left 
driving in a cart or chariot . 3 Had he had to embark 
at Pattala, he would have sailed down the Indus. The 
circumstances moreover ied him to go by land. The 
Acts do not say the name of the kingdom ~to which he 
went in this second mission. In point of fact, very 
likely he did not know himself where he was actually 
going. He was following on.the wake of his great 
protectors, the Parthians; and since the latter pro¬ 
ceeded first very likely to Muthra, where we find a 
Parthian Satrap named Rajula ruling . 3 and izen to 
Malwa and Saurastra (Kathiawar) and finally to 
Konkan, Thomas followed them always announcing to 
all the good tidings of the Gospel. 

And it so happened during this journey down South 
that, on reaching Konkan, he found there numerous 
Jews and also a numerous Christian community ruled 
by an Indian Bishop named Puiomavi. His joy must 
have been immense. He heard from them the account 
of the beginning of that Church, the labours of St 
Bartholomew, his martyrdom only some eight years 
before; and even he inspected and read, shedding tears 
of devotion and love, the old copy of the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, his colleague, which he perhaps h*d not 

* Farquhar, ** The Apostle Thomas in South India,” BiJlctin 
the John Ry lands Library, Manchester, XI (192/), PP- 20 - 50 . 

3 James, op. ciL, p. 396 . 

5 Epigrapkia Iniica, IX, p. 141 . 
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read,as yet On his own part he spoke to them abouc 
the Christiana he had left in Northern India, about the 
devotion of Gondophares and his brother, and about 
Bishop Xanthippus. Thomas undoubtedly remained in 
the Konkan with the Christians for some time, and he 
would have remained with them for ever, but for the 
fact that the love of Jesus urged him to go elsewhere 
to reveal Him to the people “that sat in darkness." 

The numerous Jews whom he met in the cities of 
the Konkan, specially in Kalyan, Thana and Chaul. 
the majority of them merchants, doubtlessly spoke to 
him of another Jewish community living in South 
India, in Malabar, whose remnants still survive in the 
State of Cochin. He felt then compelled to go to 
them. The Christians of the Konkan had already their 
own Bishop; Thomas was not needed there, so he 
made arrangements with his friends the merchants, 
and after blessing the brethren in the name of the 
Lord, he sailed, probably from Kalyan, for hi 9 new 
destination. 

3. The Mission of Malabar 

. Acts of Judas Thomas there is not the least 

indication about the new Mission field of the Apostle. 
We learn .only that he went to another kingdom 
evidently within Indin. Now. in India there is no 
other country that claims to have had Thomas as the 
founder of its Church, but Malabar. In Malabar there 
eft- a n’I ery ' Wlent tradition concerning the mission of 
,,, ih( ] mns ’ a tradition whose proofs are the Christians 
themselves whom we find there at least in the fourth 
D -. without having any other document 
twni . dl ^f, r f nt information about the origin of 
Th ! S * radition ex i s ts in Malabar from 
the beginning of the 4th century, for among the 
fli.™ wh “ s ‘Sned the acts of the Council of Nicaen 
there were three from the East who must have known 
the history of the Malabarian Church. Such were 
Edessa, Jacob, Bishop of Nisibis, 
n, e Persian, who signed as presiding over 
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“ the churches of the whole of Persia and Great India." 1 
The latter in particular must have been acquainted 
with all the affairs of the Church cf Malabar, for we 
know of Bishops going from Persia to rule that Church. 
Late in the 3r<j century, one Daud or David, Bishop of 
Bussorah on the Persian Gulf, resigned this bishopric 
to proceed to India. 2 Philostorgius in his Eidmastica 
Historia also mentioned one Bishop nameci “Theo- 
philus Indus ”, who seems to have been a real 
Indian by birth. 8 Now the quesfion of th? aposto¬ 
lic origin of the Church of Malabar mast have 
been spoken of among the Fathers of the Council, for 
no Ecclesiastical writer who speaks of St. Thomas 
after this date, excepting two Rufinus and Socrates, 
mention Parthia' any more as the field of St. Thomas’s 
.labours: all say that he preached the Gospel in India; 
St. Gaudentius. Bishop of Brescia (end of 4th century*, 
St. Paulinus of Nola 5 , St John Chrysostom 6 , St. Bede 
the Venerable 7 and many Martyrologios*. I he fact 
that the mission of St. Thomas in Malabar was com¬ 
municated to the west through the Fathers of Nicaea 
disposes of the opinion that the Christians oi^ Malabar 
were the converts made by Thomas Cana. This Nes- 
torian merchant may have visited Malabar during the 
fourth century®. We conceive it possible that after 
some centuries a confusion might have arisea between 
St. Thomas, the Apostle, and Thomas Cana but that 
confusion could never arise in the v«ry fourth century, 
a few years after the beginning of that Church. 

Moreover Habban, the royal merchant of Gondo¬ 
phares, very likely spoke to Thomas about the Jews 


1 Cf. Farquhar, op. cit p- 4 1 * ‘ 

s Patrolegia Orient a! is, IV, pp- 292-29> r ' rrt 

s Phocius Patriarchs, Bibliotheca, XL’. Migne, P. C. L>, LIU, 
col. 547. 

• Scmo XVII : Migne, P. £-, XX, coL 062-963. 

4 Mignr, P. L~ LXI. col. 514- . 0 _ 

c Quod Christus sit Deus: Migne P. G., XLyllt, col• 

7 Opera Omnia, III, col. 485 (Colomae Agrippina^ IW* 

’ Cf. Medlycott, India and the Apostle Thomas, pp. 48-6^- (Loodoa, 

I9 ° 5 ''* Cf: Vine, The Nestorian Churches, p. 61 (London, 
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first to the Jews, one must acknowledge that Thomas 

for'the^esTof* ^Studywe'shhlffoTow the^Ialabar 

by a priest named Thomas Malikayil, reported to have 
been Mmself a disciple of St. Thomas. The ongtnal 
poem, ior the account was in verse, was ' m ^ n " * 
very archaic language. At a later P er ' od *e doeu 
ment was written anew in more modern Malayalam, 
with many Sanskrit words, and introducing later lege, 
which evidently were not in the original One ot these 
legends refers to the king Chola Perumal of the Tamil 
nadu; it is a repetition of the story ot Gondophares of 
The Acts of Judas Thomas, which suits the interpolator 
marvellously to introduce the late Mytapore tradition. 
This account is also known to the Hindus who at 
times sing it at the entrance of Catholic houses m Mala- 
bar to receive a few coins in compensation. 

* The first pit ,e of information we find in this 
tradition is that Thomas arrived at Malabar by sea. 
That is the reason why we have said that he sailed, 
very likely from Kalyan. Did he go directly to Malabar . 
Some Malabar traditions say that he was coming 
from the island of Socotra, at the entrance of the 
Bed Sea.* Perhaps Thomas could not find_ any ship 
going straight to Malabar from the Konkan. He 
consequently went to Socotra by one of the ships bound 
for Egypt. Once there, he would wait till a new ship^ 
coming from Egypt would proceed to Muziris, the 
busiest harbour of Malabar during that period. .Thomas 
most likely spent three or four months there waiting 

• Rocca, 44 La Leggenda di S. Tomaso Apostolo ”, Orientals 
Christiana i Rome), XXXII, No. 8 g ( 1938 ), pp. 169 - 170 . 

1 Farquhar, op. cit., pp. 22-23. 
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for a vessel. He would not have beep idle ail that 
time. He preached Christ to the natives* und appa¬ 
rently made many converts; for there is evidence 
from 354 AJX that many inhabitants of the island 
were then Christians. 1 St. Francis Xavijr landed 
there on his way to India and says that 

“The people are Christian in.,name rather thai. in reality, 
wonderfully ignorant and rude: they cannot read or write. 
They have consequently no records of any kind. Still they 
pride themselves on being Christians. They havs churches,- 
crosses, and lamps. Each village has its Caciz, w 10 answers 
to the Parish Priest. These Caciz know no more of reading 
or writing than the rest; they have not even any bo ’ks, and 
only know a few prayers by heart. They go to their churches 
four times a day—at midnight, at daybreak, in the afternoon, 
and in the evening. They use no bells: but woe den rattles, 
such as we use during Holy Week, serve to cal: the people 
together. Not even the . Caciz themselves understand the 
prayers which they recite: which are in a forei?n language 
(I think Chaldean). They render special honours to the 
Apostle St. Thomas, claiming to be descendants^ of the 
Christians "begotten to Jesus Christ by that Apostle in these 
countries *\* 

From the early days of June the Egyptian ships 
going to Malabar would call at Socotra. Thomas 
would sail in one of them daring winter, for the 
account of the priest Thomas says that t:ie Apostle 
arrived in the month of Dhanu, s that is the latter half 
of December and first half of January. The tradition 
also tells us that he first landed m the island of 
Malankara at the entrance of the esn-ary, and 
thence he passed to Muziris, called by the natives 
Kodungallur, within a distance of two miles. MilHm, 
situated in the kingdom of Cerobothra(Keralaputra), 
according to the Periplu s, "abounds in ships sent.there 

^PMlostorgius, Ecclesiastic* Histori a, according to the ouUiw 
given by Phocnus, Bibliatcea, XL, Mlgne, P. C. L, LXV, -oL 480. 

1 Coleridge, The Life and Letters of St. Francis Xavier, l, pp. 
117-118. 4 

* Rocca, op. cit., p. I 7 L . .. 

1 Ananukrishna Ayyar, Anthropology of the Syriai .. 

P.13. 





44 


with cargoes from Arabia, and by the Greeks." 1 This 
city was called by the Portuguese Cranganore, and is 
situated on the Ponnani river, north of Cochin, and 
united with the backwaters of Cochin. 2 

The Apostle would as usual start ht3 work with 
the Jews. In a busy harbour like that of Muziris 
there would be many Jewish merchants. That many 
of these Jbwb became Christians is acknowledged in 
the Malabar tradition.* But he worked also am on" 
the Hindus, even those of high caste. The same 
tradition is unanimous in testifying to his success 
among the Nambudhiri Brahmans, 1 as is also confirmed 
by some customs of the Christians 5 and even by ethno- 
Nncal research. 5 The account of the priest Thomas 
Malikayil informs us that three thousand Hindus were 
converted forthwith, among them the roval family 
Jf} e king received at . Baptism the name of Andrew. 
oJi e „-° f J h ' S - ne , phow /’, tnown a9 Ke P a Kollam, was 
P mi e , a ” d 5 eC i!, m9 the “mPaoion of the 
Apostle. The law of Christ is always called bv 

rod'"8 y Th Th8 W ^ 7 ’’ ,? r “ the Way of the Son 
Way of Mercy!" *'k lm,e f '' ,ty ' ed “ «>• ««*»<* the 

of nr S £l!'l rnaS ^ h ? ve f ? llowed the ^me system 

HI. 5 l n i?°f ther ? India - He was a «»wW. 

His ma ster had told them before his crucifixion: — 

- 1 Schoff, op. cit., 54, p. 44. 

* Ibid., pp. 205-20S. 

i}"‘ rCh ° f 4 , (Changanacherry, 

ffE SSrS:tgr.,;iS 

SssSs sx&sys 

P. 14 (Vatican, 

1 Rocca, op. cit., p. 172. ' 

■ Ibid., p. 170. 

9 Ibid. 
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v,„„a Bd 5 OII |B. preach, saying: ‘The kingdom of hetven is 

i he Slck ’ r:lise the d«d, cleanse the eSere 

cast out devils: freely have you received, freely give Do rot 
possess gold nor silver, nor money in your purse' nor serin 

the > worl- 1 ° Urn8y ' nor . two tunics - nor shoes, nor a s»a-T; for 
the workman is worthy of his food. And into whar oever 

there O abi°de I tin 0 vn h:l11 T”' int \ uire who in it is worthand 
there abide till you go thence. And when vou come in*o the 

?h„ L SalU K e f yin?: ‘ Pc3c<! be 'his housed And if 
that house be worthy, your peace shall come upon it • but if it 
he not worthy, your peace shall return to you.” ■ 

! an >? age did st - Thomas use in his proach- 
P - ilalayaiam, was totally different from the 

Indfa e %?°f h ln nv K ° nkaIJ and in the North-west cf 
4 dla -, St - dohn Chrysostom says that the Apost e or 
. postles who preached in India had the gifi of 
"if-’' received trom the Holy Ghost. 5 This was 

of the »ift r T ,, ‘ 1 °4’ ° r ' D We should sa - v ' continuation 
rete.ved on Pentecost day,-when the fees 
and proselytes, coming from sill the parts of the earth, 
on ueanng the Apostles said to each other: “Behold 
are not all these, that speak Galileans ? And how 

we'were K"!™* ° UI °" Vn t0D ” u6 

M . ^ hu ? T . ho ?. a ? w ° n man - v souls to Christ. The 
Malahanan tradition is unanimous in saving the he 
founded seven Churches, or groups of Christians, in 
the following places from north to south 

of Britih MA 1 ,K , r e P 0f n r? ni I a ' uk ’ the southernmost taluk 
th„rfL r t ih Malabar \ Malikayil s account says that he was 
there for a year and baptized 1,050 persons.* 

2. Kodutigallur (Cranganore). 

■J.- F .i rur ’ *? lhe Sta ' e of Cochin. Of the two churches 
exi.tmg -here, the one of Vadakkan Parur (northern Pa*ur) 
seems, according to tradition, that founded by St. Thomas 
4. ixoltamaigalam. 20 miles S. E. of Cochin. He 'was 
there fo r one year and baptized 1,600 persons.* 

1 Matth., X, 7-13. 

XLVIH*coL h 8^-’ ChryS0St ° m ’ ® U ° d Chrisiits sit ^w-Migne, P. G. r 
• Acts, II, 7 -g. Cf. 9 - 17 . 

* * Rocca, op. cit., p. 174, 

5 Ibid., p. 173. 
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merits, on^the road* to ' e ? sternmost Syriair Christian settle- 
dense hilly jungle inhabited e of Churima la. in a 

one of the seven Cheches , r ,dTf n b , easts ' This is [he °°iy 
which is notIftuatSi onM a < SL ,I ? n4lIy . f °" nded b V St- Thomas 
it. It is now in ruins. Stffhomas™ Mid ?„* l |, ort d ' stanc K eof 

for one year and have baptized I tM persinsJ haVe been here 

named stmo" Tui|°a^Church'here^ tan »** a > a ®- A priest 
State.' The^ A post Te ‘ was h^reVo^on ° dty ° f P' Travanco're 

where the .^ost^^d^mime^ speaks ofson,e other towns 
where he was for o”e yearTnd ban f° n n ertS ° f K «^ayal 
Malayan,,-, where he staved bapl,zed Wo persons' of 
baptisms 7 and^df TrucllfeJZral? had 220 

one year and baptised i,mo person™ 6 reslded for 

1 Ibid., p. 173. - 

a Ibid. 

tararttt’o/ifarm pilo, f 310 (New 1 YoiJiqts) ir ^“nota. Cook m- 

6 Rocca, op. cit., p. 175. * J h 

7 Ibid. 

a C t n owkdgftheJ\rYL h t a much™ue?woJthf iif re3 ' ,housh we 

increased by popular tradition. wuetworthy. I- igur^s are-always 

* pm. Ibid., p. 174. 
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the consolation of banfirim. ,nn 
two prominent people of the” more Persons, and 
priests. 1 To all these coverts P h B \ W ”S " rdaiDed 
tered the sacrament of Oonfim-tr ° . Apostle adminia- 
The account of Thomas ,n a f cond visit, 

them “ the coming of the "Spiri: 6378 tbat be save 

in a SU vast a track e a°ong C th1 , ‘colr mi ? Uaity ' s P re£ “i 
interior, required some pastors The A? d | h'’™ in I ' he 
informs us that Thomas ordf inJ!? *f aJabar tradition 
The word presbyter in ”>e AnosIX a tw ° Preebyters.* 
priest exclusively. Pn' 4 nrter in' p C ^? e d,d not mean 
"an old man ", not me^ly i n ‘ -e Z T™ eider « 
and wisdom Hence the a ° i?” e but a 80 ln Prudence 

criminately in Xete to° nv T X WOrd indl > 

St John calls himself “a presbyter''*p f isIl0 P a - 
acknowledges himself to hi “ 5 ' r ' L St ' Pete r also 
presbyters" Again St Paul c0 ' p ,f !jbytar »f other 
presbyters.” AVhen S' Thnmoe Ca j 8 . , tbe Bis hopa 

: 

Srs^r^r ? 11 la 

consfituted i in r M V aIaba h r e be h ror h° '^'{"^"hierarehy | 

done in Northem lndTa before h, ? , de^’ £*“ 39 he had 
St. Bartholomew did in Sri. iust 38 

The account of Thomas MaUkavi mLr' 8 
new Bisfiops as such -inH me ° tl0D8 these two 

fe^jftSSvSrjSSPS' 1 . 

are—suraamed Perumal. 1 This document mo^ 

1 Ibid., p. 173. 

* Ibid., p. 175. 

• Farquhar, op. tit^ p. 22. 

* II John, I, I; III John, I, L 
4 I Pel., V, r. 

9 Tit., I, 5.7. 

7 Rocca, op. tit., p. 177. 

• Rocca, op. dL, pp. 177-179. 
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■explains how the ordination was performed in the case 
of Peter:— 

“ And putting his own garment on Peter, (a disciple who 
never abandoned him) and placing his hands upon his (Peter's) 
head, he committed the care of his faithful unto him and 
explained to them they should receive him in his own 
place." 1 

The names of the families from which the two 
Bishops were ordained have been transmitted, tradi¬ 
tionally, surrounded by a nimbus of veneration, a fact 
inexplicable, if those two members had been raised to 
the priesthood only; for there are still other families 
which Claim to have had priests in Malabar without 
interruption from the time of the Apostle.- Those two 
families have an outstanding status over all the rest; 
they were named Sankurikel (now Sankarapurikei) and 
Pakolomattam (now Palomattam.) 3 

No document tells us where these two first Bishops 
were constituted, but we may reasonablv draw 
some conclusions from the geographical position 
of the seven churches. Since they extended along the 
coast from north to south, it was but natural that 
one_ of the Bishops should have been ruling the 
Christians of the north and the other those of the 
south. For the latter, Kollam (Quilon) seems to have 
been the proper see, as it was a city of importance, 
having the whole southernmost coast of India as terri¬ 
tory for further expansion. When John XXIf 
appointed Frey Jourdain Catalan! de Severac Bishop 
ot Quilon, it might perhaps have been in consequence 
of a tradition about the antiquity of the see of Quilon 
of which he. had heard. Otherwise the selection of 
the place is inexplicable. 

As regards the see of the north, there is a 
constan t tradition in the Church of Malabar that it 

1 Ibid., p. 175, v. 229. 

*p. c* Ci< '’ P ‘ I75, Paniiklran ' °p- «'<•> pp. 4-5, Cf. Job, 

8 Ibid., p. 4. 


49 


n«rf;r C '1 After the farr - ous Synod of Uday-.ni- 

RUhL D f la r Per ' F r ' Francism Ros, S.J., was made 
r, shp n f A "eamah, a suffragan of the Archdiocese of 
Goa. Mgr Ros at once understood the disregard 
\ ht C 0f Maiablr overlooking 8 ^ 

ancient rights of the Apostolic Church' of Cranganore 
He exposed the whole matter to the Holy See. and 
the title of Archbishop of 'Cranganore was finally 
restored to him to the great joy of all his flock >. - 

St. Thomas did not change the architecture of the 
Christian Cnurches from the ordinary style of the 
Hindu temples In old Palayut (now Chowghat for 
Chapakatt) when the Nambudhrii Brahmans of the 
place became Christians, their very old temple was 
consecrated lor Christian worship =. This Indian style 
• , c , hurch<?s continued till the Portuguese lauded 
m Malabar. Fr. Vincente de Lagos, a Franciscan, 
was displeased ,at the sight of the Christian Churches 
so closely resembling the heather pagodas"’. 

4. The Martyrdom 

The second part of The Acts is the account of the 
martyrdom of the Apostle, prefaced by some legendary 
events without any historical merit. The information 
given about the martyrdom itseL: is of little value. 

First of all there is nothing definite about the 
place where the martyrdom occurred. It was in the 
dominions of king Mazdai, a Syrian rendering of a 
name, which originally might have been Mahodem , 
a name or title applicable to manv historical kings 
and which a i such is totally useless for the identifica¬ 
tion of the kingdom. 

The Acts say that the Apostle was killed by order of 
the said king. This circumstaa: e does r.ot tally with 

1 Cf. Heras. “ The Syrian Christians of Jiaiabar ", The Esau titwr 
Bombay, 1958, pf. 170-171,187-I88. 

3 Panjikaran op, ciL, p. 5. 

* Hough, Christianity in India, I,p. 246 (London, 1839), 
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the account of the martyrdom as given hy the Malabar, 
tradition, according to which he was assassinated in a’ 
popular riot promoted by Brahmans >. This tradition 
seems much more reliable, especially because it agrees 
with an old Syriac MS. which also, states that some 
Brahmans killed him 3 . 

As to how the Martyrdom was ' consummated, 
both The Acts and the Malabar tradition testify that 
the Apostle was transfixed by a lance (though The 
■ Acts mention four lances). The Nestorian 3 and 
Monophysite 3 liturgies also speak of one lance 
as well as Assemani. - ’ 

The day cf the martyrdom has in the we«t been 
supposed to be the 21st of December; but all the 
churches ot the East, together with that of Malabar 
celebrate the martyrdom on the 3rd of July. This 
date seems more probable. Some have sai'd this was 
the date of the translation of the body; but the 
hturgicat feast of the 3rd of July is immemorially 
called among _ the Syrian Christians of Malabar 
Duharana, which never means “translation" but 
commemoration " 

In this Office, on the sixth day after the feast of 
the Apostle, the Syrian priests say that “he was a 
very old. man at the time of his martyrdom We 
cannot, it is true, accept the dates given by the 
Malabar tradition for the arrival and the death of 
the Apostle, lor the simple reason that such dates do 
not come traditionally from the days when those 

1 Rocea, op. tit., p. 177 . 

5 Medlycott, India and the Apostle Thomas, p. 152. 

5 Ibid., pp. 23. 24, 41. 

4 Ibid., p. 40. 

* Assemani, Bibliotheca Oricntalis, IV, p. 33. 

chrLuZ? Hi * ory ° ftheSL Thcmas 

7 Ibid., p. 3. * 
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cloved tin lh Christian era was not em- 3 

plojed till about the year o25 A. D., and this could ,-r 
not have been gnown Jn Malabar till much later.'-; 
perhaps till the time or the arrival of the Portuguese. • 
in any case, a calculation would then have been 
required and oral tradition does not make calcula¬ 
tions. Besides dates transmitted by such tradition are ’■ 
never considered reliable. X 

Yet the liturgical statement about th*. age of the 
Apostle seems most trustworthy. We have been 
tollovving the steps of the Apoatle since we met him 
at Alexandria possibly in the year 48 a. D . SupposmsrX ■ !#i 
that he was about 29 or 30 at the time of the death X 
or our Saviour, and making the necessary correction .X : > 
in the calculation of the Christian era K he would. 
then be 48 or 49. When he left the Guduaphar x|S 
kingdom about twenty years later, he would be about 
oo or j>9. His labours in Malabar would require: at 
least five or six years more. Hence we jnay wel|. : :: W3 
suppose that he was between 70 and 80 at the tima of XX? 
his glorious end. , • 

conclusion I 

The history of the missions of the two Apostles' ■ " J 
of Jesus Christ i.i rndia shows that towards fert claiK-St'iJ 
of the first century, c. 60 A D„ there were fduKSlf 
bishoprics in India. The oldest was probably at y,l 
Tarila; the bishopric of Kajyta was founded 
likely shortly after and was the oldest episcopal 
established in South India. Yet the most glorious of 'v ri 
these missions is undoubtedly the'third, the mission of 1 
Malabar, the results of which have never died out,- bifll 
The traditional account of St. Thomas's mission in that 1 J 
part of the county is af extraordinary interest owing: 8 £ 
to the memory cf the rites used by the Apostle for j? 

‘The monk Dionysius Exiguus when calculating ' 

the birth of Our Lori, committed a mistake of at least toot’ 
exce^. Thus Jesui Christ was bom' four, years’ 

Christian erx ■. * -..I. 
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the ordination of Bishops, which are in substantial 
agreement with the ritual followed in the west during 
the Apostolic Age. 

Rome is rightly proud of having heard the preach¬ 
ing ot the two Apostles of Christ, Peter -and Paul, 
and of having witnessed their testimony to Christ and 
his doctrine by the shedding of their blood. The same 
glory has befallen India . Christianity is in India as 
old as in ths West, and ths sowers of the seed of the 
-Gospel were two Apostles of Christ, Thomas and Bar- 
, tholomew, who did fertilise that seed with their 
^ generous bj,ood. 
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